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GUIDED OPTIONS PROCESS: 

Introduction 
  
December 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We hope that you find this booklet an informative introduction to Key Stage 4 and we would like you 
to share it with your child.   
 
At the start of next term students will receive a presentation in an assembly explaining the Key Stage 
4 guided options process.  This booklet contains details about the options process, such as key dates 
and information about each course available.  Students will be asked to indicate which subjects they 
may like to study and these choices will help to build the guided option blocks. Students will receive a 
1:1 interview with a member of the Year 8 team.  
 
Government changes have placed a strong emphasis on students studying a broad and balanced 
curriculum.  Therefore, whilst we are continuing our ‘Pathway’ approach, you will notice that some 
subjects are compulsory. Still, we feel that our students have the best chance of achieving their 
potential, as the courses offered to them have been personalised to meet their specific learning needs.  
Key Stage 2 information, assessment information from Year 7 and Year 8, along with attitude to 
learning scores are amongst a number of means to determine the most appropriate pathway.   
 
The next steps in this guided process are: 
 

 12th January 2021 – Pathways assembly.  Students receive information detailing the process 
and the various choices available 

 14th January 2021 - Virtual Options Evening. Due to restrictions on social distancing, this event 
will be accessible via our school website.  There will be a dedicated page containing 
presentations about the process containing video insights into each of the 
qualifications/subjects available 

 22nd February 2021 - Guided student interviews commence. Students to meet with members 
of the Year 8 team to decide subject choices  

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 
J Ashley 
Headteacher 

 
“It is the duty of schools to provide each child with the knowledge and skills requisite for 

academic progress - regardless of home background”  (E.D. Hirsch) 
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Timeline of Activity 
 

If, at any stage in the process, it appears that students are not receiving what has been requested or advertised, each student 
affected will be spoken to. 
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Curriculum Intent 
 

 
Like every state school, we offer a curriculum that is: 
 

 Both broad and balanced 
 Makes provision for a daily act of collective worship, teaching religious education to students 

at every key stage and sex and relationship education (SRE) 

 Makes provision for personal, social, health and economic education (PSHE) via careful 
planning and designing 

 
Our curriculum promotes the school’s core values: 
 

 ASPIRATION through offering a predominantly academic core curriculum within each 
pathway, alongside vocational subjects and qualifications, allowing our students to apply to 
the very best colleges, universities and employers 

 RESPECT through our teachers providing engaging, challenging and enjoyable learning 
experiences.  We provide students with the essential cultural literacy (via a devised iKnow 
programme), knowledge and skills that they need to be educated citizens and prepare them 
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life 

 OPPORTUNITY through placing literacy and numeracy at the heart of learning.  We recognise 
how vocabulary size relates to academic success and confidence in literacy and numeracy are 
preconditions of success across the national curriculum.  Therefore, students are placed on 
appropriate pathways to meet these needs 

 EXCELLENCE through engagement and challenge via careful use of assessment to inform 
planning and personalise the learning. We set targets for individuals that are unapologetically 
ambitious. 

 

Curriculum Implementation 

 
 
Our curriculum design is reviewed and evaluated carefully, for both purpose and appropriateness, for 
each and every cohort: 
  

 Giving consideration to the depth and breadth of the subjects taught 

 Being mindful of curriculum progression 

 Having clear and purposeful assessment practices 

 Considering carefully our local contexts 

 Providing balance to where student backgrounds may have gaps in knowledge and skills 
 

 
KS4 expectations are delivered from when our students join us in Year 7.  To ensure that no stone is 
left un-turned, all departments map KS4 assessment content against the KS3 National Curriculum to 
ensure maximum learning is not inhibited through transition.  Therefore, when students come to take 
their Guided Options in Year 8, they are equipped to make choices that are sufficiently informed as 
they have studied a broad and balanced range of subjects at KS3.    
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Curriculum Structure 
 
 
At KS4 all students will follow a core curriculum of: 
 
English GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature 
 
Mathematics  GCSE Mathematics 
 
Science GCSE Combined Science (worth two GCSEs) 
 GCSE Separate Sciences (provided numbers make the course viable) 
 
ICT Currently no qualification attached 
 
Citizenship Across both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4, the high-quality Citizenship 

programme provides students with the knowledge, skills and understanding to 
play a full and active part in society.  Democracy and justice, rights and 
responsibilities, identity and diversity are covered during assemblies and 
weekly extended tutor sessions.  Currently no qualification attached 

 
Students will also have guided choices within their options of 
  
Humanity Option  GCSE Ancient History 
 GCSE History 
 GCSE Geography 
 
Physical Option  BTEC Sport 
 BTEC Dance 
 GCSE RE: Philosophy and Ethics + Core PE 
 
Free Option  GCSE Art  
 GCSE Textiles  
 GCSE Business 
 GCSE Computing 
 BTEC Dance (if unselected in Physical Option) 
 GCSE Drama 
 GCSE Design Technology 
 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 GCSE French 
 CAMNAT Tech Award Health and Social Care 
 CAMNAT iMedia 
 RSL L1/L2 Music  
 GCSE Photography 
 GCSE RE: Philosophy and Ethics (if unselected in Physical Option) 
 GCSE Spanish 
  
 
A small number of students (already spoken to) will also have choices within their options of: 

 
Vocational Option C&G Constructing the Built Environment 
 C&G Technical Award Hair and Beauty Studies  
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Qualifications 
 
Since the new National Curriculum was introduced in 2014, the qualifications framework has gradually 
been overhauled.  By the time that students reach 2020 all existing qualifications will have been 
through a rigorous approval process.  At present, there are a number of subjects still awaiting 
qualification approval.  Indeed, OFQUAL and the Department for Education (DFE) have decided that 
some subjects can’t continue.   
 

So what are the changes? 
 

 Movement away from the familiar grading system of A*-G to a system of grading with numbers 
9-1.   

 Content will be more demanding for all 

 An added emphasis on literacy accuracy will feature 

 Assessment will be mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used only where they are 
needed to test essential skills. 

 Courses will be designed for two years of study, examined at the end of the course instead of 
via modules throughout the year 

 Exams can only be split into ‘foundation tier’ and ‘higher tier’ if one exam paper does not give 
all students the opportunity to show their knowledge and abilities 

 Resit opportunities will only be available each November in English language and maths 

 
How will the new grading system work? 
 
Reformed qualifications will be scored on a scale of 1-9.  In simple terms, it is known that a 5 will form 
the new benchmark for a ‘strong’ pass with a 4 being classed as a ‘standard’ pass. We also know that 
a 7 equates to the old style grade A.  Grade 9 will be reserved for the very best achievement 
nationally. This grading system is anticipated to align the UK with the best education systems in the 
world. 
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What does this mean for the school and my child? 
 
Whilst school and student performance can be assessed against a range of measures, overall school 
and student performance will be measured against criteria called Progress 8 and Attainment 8.  
Progress 8 aims to capture the progress that each pupil makes, from the end of primary school to the 
end of secondary school.  It is a ‘value added’ type measure, which means that results are compared 
to the actual achievements of others with the same prior attainment at KS2.   
 
Attainment 8 is designed to encourage schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum for their 
students.  This is based upon eight subjects:  
 

English 
Mathematics 
Three Ebacc Subjects (listed below) 
Three other ‘approved’ high value subjects or vocational qualifications 

 
Like many schools nationally, to respond to a more demanding content, we increase our allocation of 
curriculum time to core subject areas.  Consequently, this means that whilst there are choices to be 
made within our options process, students are offered less flexibility within these choices.  That said, 
we still believe that we offer an attractive package that is truly broad and balanced.   

 
What is the English Baccalaureate (Ebacc)? 
 
The Department for Education has introduced a performance measure called the English 
Baccalaureate.  To gain this recognition, students need to secure ‘strong’ passes (5-9) across the range 
of five core areas: 
 

GCSE English Language and English Literature 
GCSE Mathematics 
GCSE Science (Combined) which can include GCSE Computer Science 
GCSE Modern Foreign Language (French, Spanish or Home Language) 
GCSE Humanity (History or Geography) 

 
Where can I look for more advice? 

 
OFQUAL parent video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgZYx_fycrM 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pgZYx_fycrM
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Pathways 
 
Time has taught us that Year 9 is such a crucial year for students to experience KS4 learning and much 
of the teaching can be geared towards supplying transitional knowledge and skills they will need for 
Years 10 and 11 
 
Consistent with findings within the DFE commissioned Expert Panel Curriculum Review (2011) and 
OFSTED’s publication Key Stage 3: The Wasted Years (2015), we feel that a 3 Year KS4: 
 

 Provides a Y8 focus, instead of being regarded as a ‘forgotten’ year, as option choices are 
explored 

 Gives pace and purpose to a two year KS3, avoiding the time lag that contributes towards a 
proven national dip in attainment during Year 9.  

 With high stakes assessment in Year 9, comes purpose and motivation 

 Enables a fuller exploration of subjects, whereby essential knowledge is taught in greater 
depth, over a longer period, which avoids “teaching to the test” 

 Provides students access to bespoke teaching, with engaged peers 

 Facilitates and embeds transition to post-16 

 To meet the needs of the Hirsch philosophy, that expert learning is not age related 
 
In addition to the national argument, we also have a contextual rationale that supports student 
entitlement: 
 

 We have a larger proportion than National for SEN+D at 25%.  Having longer to learn supports 
meeting their needs.  For example, pace is matched to need and synoptic links between 
subjects can be explored 

 Each cohort arrives at Redbridge, with a reading age on average 3 years behind their 
chronological age, with approximately 84% of each cohort below chronological ages.  We 
value quality over quantity, without losing sight of a curriculum that is both broad and 
balanced.  Across three years, students will have chances to revisit and consolidate areas of 
learning, enabling them to feel better prepared and calmer for the challenges of external 
examinations and post-16 demands 

 Over a 3 year period, teachers and teams develop a deep understanding of student needs and 
can tailor learning specifically 

 Over 3 years, and in conjunction with our Hirsch knowledge curriculum at KS3, sufficient time 
is allocated for practise and consolidation – deep learning – during lesson time or our literacy 
and numeracy programmes 
 

In essence, we run a 5 year KS4.  All of our SOWs and assessment systems are attuned to KS4 
assessment objectives.  The removal of levels afforded us this opportunity.  In handing over the 
assessment framework to schools, the DFE also handed over how we shape our curriculum within our 
institutional context.  
 
At Redbridge the majority of our students will have access to the Ebacc route.  However, we 
understand that prior performance and preference may mean that it is unsuited to the needs of all.   
Therefore, we have developed a series of bespoke KS4 pathways, to cater for all needs. At present 
there are 5 pathways, designed to meet the needs, ambitions and aspirations of our students.  Our  
Endeavour Pathway mirrors the philosophy behind our Nurture pathway in Years 7 and 8. Numbers in 
brackets indicate how many qualifications are awarded.  
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PATHWAYS 
 

 
 
 

DRAKE or WINDSOR 
 

(9 GCSE or other 'high 
value' qualifications) 

 

  
 
 

HAWKING 
 

(9 GCSE or other 'high 
value' qualifications) 

 

  
 
 

SHAKESPEARE 
 

(9 GCSE or other 'high 
value' qualifications) 

 

  
 
 

BRANSON 
 

(9 GCSE or other 'high 
value' qualifications) 

 

 
English Language (1) 
English Literature (1) 

Maths (1) 
Combined Science* (2) 

Language (1) 
Humanities Option (1) 

Physical Option (1) 
Free Option (1) 

 
*Separate Sciences will 

be offered, provided 
that student numbers 

are sufficient 
 

  
English Language (1) 
English Literature (1) 

Maths (1) 
Combined Science* (2) 
Humanities Option (1) 

Physical Option (1) 
 
 
 

Free Option from which 
a language can be 

selected (2) 
 

  
English Language (1) 
English Literature (1) 

Maths (1) 
Combined Science (2) 
Humanities Option (1) 

Physical Option (1) 
Free Option (2) 

 

  
English Language (1) 
English Literature (1) 

Maths (1) 
Combined Science (2) 
Humanities Option (1) 

Physical Option (1) 
Free Option (1) 

 
Construction (1) 

(numbers limited) 
Or 

Hair and Beauty (1) 
(numbers limited) 

 
 

 

 
 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ENDEAVOUR 
 

Students will study the core subjects of English, Maths, Science and a Physical Option with the remainder of their 
curriculum bespoke to ensuring that students are ready for the next stage of their education 

 

 
 
However, we have to be mindful of course viability.  For some qualifications, it is not possible for us 
to run more than one group.  We must also consider health and safety issues with certain 
qualifications, so there must be a cap on student numbers where this applies (Construction and Hair 
and Beauty). That said, any other course that has fewer than 10 students wishing to opt in may not be 
deemed viable and may not run.  
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Art 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

This exciting Art & Design qualification can be achieved through three different pathways. 
Students must decide which route (Art, Textiles or Photography) will best suit their creative 
interests and skills.  
 

The information on this page is for Art.  
  

An Art and Design course with a focus on practical, drawing and research skills. This course is 
ideal for students who want to showcase their ability in 2D and 3D art. Studying this subject will 
provide students with a portfolio of work which can be used to apply for creative courses at college. 
Art & design can lead to careers in architecture, advertising, film, TV, theatre, make-up, graphic 
design, gaming and galleries as well as fantastic opportunities for self-employment. 

 
The course is focused on the ability to design and complete 2D and 3D Art with all research and 
evidence being presented as a sketchbook portfolio. This course is well suited to students who 
want to combine their passion for being creative with an interest in exploring and mastering new 
techniques; for example use of our dedicated facilities for clay and ceramics. Other mediums such 
as painting, sculpture, printmaking and drawing are also popular. 

 
The course has a compulsory element of writing and drawing where students are expected to 
research and write about themes and ideas, analyse artists work in detail and annotate and 
evaluate their own work. 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

The final GCSE grade is based on a coursework unit (Unit 1: 60%) and an externally set assignment 
(Unit 2: 40%). In addition to normal teaching, unit 2 requires students to work independently (under 
exam conditions) for a 10 hour period. All work is assessed using 4 assessment objectives: 

 
AO1: Develop Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to research and analyse the work of historic and current artists. 
AO2: Refine Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to be creative and explore new techniques, equipment and ideas. 
AO3: Record Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to use drawings, photos and annotation to record your ideas, thoughts and planning. 
AO4: Present Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to present a project that addresses and follows a specific theme (e.g. anti-racism). 

CONTACT 

Mr S Solomon – Head of Art 
ssolomon@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Ancient History 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

Component 01: Greece and Persia 

The compulsory period study focuses on the Persian Empire under Cyrus the Great, Cambyses II, 
Darius I and Xerxes I. Students develop their understanding of the unfolding narrative of 
substantial developments and issues associated with this period. 

Students will also study ‘Alexander the Great, 356–323 BC’, focussing on his early life, his 
campaign into Persia and brief aspects of his intentions and failings. 

Component 02: Rome and its neighbours 

The compulsory longer period study focuses on the kings of Rome and the early Roman Republic, 
with an emphasis on the most interesting events and characters. 

Students will also study ‘Britannia: from conquest to province, AD 43–c.84’, focussing on the 
Roman invasion and occupation of Britain. 

 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

 Greece and Persia – 1 hour 45 mins (split into two papers of 45 minutes for the Period 
Study and 1 hour 15 minutes for the Thematic Study)  
 

 Rome and its Neighbours – 1 hour 45 mins (split into two papers of 1 hour duration each)  
 

CONTACT 

Mr C Spurgeon- Head of History 
cspurgeon@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Biology, Chemistry & Physics 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 
Foundation 5-1 

Higher 9-4 
Pearson Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 Biology is all of the same topics covered in Combined Science, but includes even greater detailed 
content. Therefore, topics on cells, genetics, natural selection, ecosystems, plant structures and 
functions, animal co-ordination, control and homeostasis, animal exchange and transport, health, 
disease and medicine. 

 

 Chemistry is all of the same topics covered in Combined Science plus 9 extra topics.  Therefore, 
topics on atom structure, the periodic table and bonding, states of matter, separating and purifying 
substances, acids, obtaining and using metals, electrolysis, reversible reactions, rates of 
reactions, fuels, heat energy changes and earth and the atmosphere, transition metals including 
alloys and corrosion, quantitative analysis, dynamic equilibria including calculations involving 
volumes of gases, fuel cells, qualitative analysis, hydrocarbons, polymers, carboxylic acids, bulk 
and surface properties including nanoparticles. 

 

 Physics is all of the same topics covered in Combined Science plus 2 extra topics.  Therefore, 
topics on motion, forces and energy, waves, light and the electromagnetic spectrum, particle 
models, radioactivity, astronomy, electrical circuits and magnetism and motors, static electricity 
and electromagnetic induction. 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

At the end of Year 11 there are 6 exam papers, 2 for the Biology qualification, 2 for the Chemistry and 2 for 
the Physics qualification. All 6 papers must be taken at the same tier.  
 

 Biology 1 (code 1BIO/1F or 1BIO/1H) 105 minutes, 100 pts, 50% of the final Biology grade. 

 Biology 2 (code 1BIO/2F or 1BIO/2H) 105 minutes, 100 pts, 50% of the final Biology grade. 

 Chemistry 1 (code 1CHO/1F or 1CHO/1H) 105 minutes, 100 pts, 50% of final Chemistry grade. 

 Chemistry 2 (code 1CHO/2F or 1CHO/2H) 105 minutes, 100 pts, 50% of final Chemistry grade. 

 Physics 1 (code 1PHO/1F or 1PHO/1H) 105 minutes, 100 pts, 50% of the final Physics grade. 

 Physics 2 (code 1PHO/2F or 1PHO/2H) 105 minutes, 100 pts, 50% of the final Physics grade. 
 
There is no coursework. However, there are 24 core practical assessments that must be undertaken. There 
will be a significant proportion of the marks on the exam papers awarded for recollection of those practical 
assessments and ability of students to interpret results and suggest experimental design improvements. 
There are also 22 Physics equations which must be learned “by heart” and applied. These 3 GCSEs will be 
taught at a very fast pace, and there is a high expectation about homework, in order to complete the 
teaching of all of the content by the spring of Year 11. As a result, only a few students who have performed 
exceptionally well in their Year 7 and Year 8 Science tests will be considered for these 3 options subjects. 

CONTACT 

Mr D Philpott - Head of Science  
dphilpott@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Business 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Business is an up-to-date and engaging qualification that is relevant to the 
world of business today. This qualification equips learners with the skills and confidence to explore 
how different business situations affect business decisions. It is a well-rounded introduction to the 
subject. The qualification will encourage learners to make informed choices about a wide range of 
further learning opportunities and career pathways as well as develop life skills that enable them to 
become financially and commercially aware. 
 

The specification is divided into topics, each covering key concepts of business.  
 
Exam One - Business Activity, Marketing, People 
Exam Two - Operations, Finance, Influences on Business, The Interdependent Nature of Business.  
 
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Business should enable learners to: 
 
• Know and understand business concepts, business terminology, business objectives, the 

integrated nature of business activity and the impact of business on individuals and wider society. 
• Apply knowledge and understanding to contemporary business issues and to different types and 

sizes of businesses in local, national and global contexts. 
• Develop as enterprising individuals with the ability to think commercially and creatively to 

demonstrate business acumen, and draw on evidence to make informed business decisions and 
solve business problems. 

• Develop as effective and independent students and as critical and reflective thinkers with 
enquiring minds. 

• Use an enquiring, critical approach to make informed judgements. 
• Investigate and analyse real business opportunities and issues to construct well-argued, well-

evidenced, balanced and structured arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of 
understanding of business. 

• Develop and apply quantitative skills relevant to business, including using and interpreting data. 
 
 
 ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 
• Assessment is at the end of the course which consists of two exams of 90 minutes.  
• Both question papers have a section with multiple choice questions. 

CONTACT 

Mr M Flynn – Head of Business 
mflynn@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Combined Science (Double Award) 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 
Foundation 55-11 

Higher 99-44 
 

Pearson Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 Biology topics on cells, genetics, natural selection, ecosystems, plant structures and 
functions, animal co-ordination, control and homeostasis, animal exchange and transport, 
health, disease and medicine. 
 

 Chemistry topics on atom structure, the periodic table and bonding, states of matter, 
separating and purifying substances, acids, obtaining and using metals, electrolysis, 
reversible reactions, rates of reactions, fuels, heat energy changes and earth and the 
atmosphere. 

 

 Physics topics on motion, forces and energy, waves, light and the electromagnetic 
spectrum, particle models, radioactivity, electrical circuits and magnetism and motors. 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 

At the end of Year 11 there are 6 exam papers and all 6 papers must be taken at the same tier: 
 

 Biology 1 (paper code 1SCO/1BF or 1SCO/1BH) 70 minutes, 60 pts, approx 17% of final grade 

 Biology 2 (paper code 1SCO/2BF or 1SCO/2BH 70 minutes, 60 pts, approx 17% of final grade 

 Chemistry 1 (paper code 1SCO/1CF or 1SCO/1CH) 70 minutes, 60 pts, approx 17% of final grade 

 Chemistry 2 (paper code 1SCO/2CF or 1SCO/2CH) 70 minutes, 60 pts, approx 17% of final grade 

 Physics 1 (paper code 1SCO/1PF or 1SCO/1PH) 70 minutes, 60 pts, approx 17% of final grade 

 Physics 2 (paper code 1SCO/2PF or 1SCO/2PH 70 minutes, 60 pts, approx. 17% of final grade 
 
There is no coursework. However, there are 18 core practical assessments that must be undertaken 
during the course, as there will be a significant proportion of the marks on the exam papers awarded 
for recollection of those practical assessments and ability of students to interpret results and suggest 
experimental design improvements. 
 
There are also 20 Physics equations, many of which must be learned “by heart” and applied. 
 

CONTACT 

Mr D Philpott - Head of Science 
dphilpott@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Computing 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 Computer Systems and Programming: In this area of the course you will learn all about: 
how a computer system works; how the computer processes information and be able to explain 
what hardware a computer uses; how computers store information in their memory; how 
computers use binary to perform their tasks; how software works, the Internet works and how 
we connect computers up to a network. The assessment for this part of the course is through 
an exam and makes up 50% of your overall mark. 
 

 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming: Here you will be introduced to 
algorithms and programming, you will be learning about programming techniques, how to 
produce robust programs, computational logic, translators and facilities of computing 
languages and data representation. This section of the course will make you more familiar with 
computing related mathematics. The assessment for this part of the course is through an exam 
and makes up 50% of your overall mark. 

 

 Programming project: Here you will create and develop suitable algorithms in a high level 
programming language (Eg. Python, Java, SQL, Visual Basic, PHP) which will provide a 
solution to the problems identified in a specific task. You will then code your solution in a 
suitable programming language. The solution must be tested at each stage to ensure they 
solve the stated problem and learners must use a suitable test plan with appropriate test data. 
Although this element of the course is not assessed, it is a requirement of the course and will 
take 20 hours to complete. 

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 

 Unit 1(A451) - Computer Systems and programming- 90 minute exam (80 Marks),  
50% of the GCSE total marks 
 

 Unit 2 (A452) - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming - 90 minute exam 
(80 marks), 50% of the GCSE total marks 

 

 Unit 3 (A453)-  Programming project- This is a practical programming task which is a 
formal requirement of the qualification which is delivered over 20 hours of the course   

CONTACT 

Mr A Dare – Head of IT & Computing 
adare@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Constructing and Maintaining the Built Environment* 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

Level 2 Technical Award L2D* – L2P CITY AND GUILDS 

COURSE CONTENT 

This qualification allows you to explore the construction and built environment industry. If you enjoy practical, 
hands on tasks, but also want to discover how buildings are constructed and what happens when they require 
repair, maintenance or refurbishment, then this qualification is for you. 
 
You will explore the industry in terms of how different people work together to deliver construction projects. 
You will develop an understanding of what makes a building and how the selection of different materials 
affects the overall look and feel. You will have the opportunity to carry out a selection of realistic practical 
construction tasks related to repair, maintenance and refurbishment of a building. 
 
The qualification has four units: 
 

 Working In The Built Environment 

 Construction Methods And Materials 

 Maintenance, Repair And Refurbishment Of Buildings 

 Using Tools To Construct And Maintain Buildings 
 
What knowledge and skills will the student develop as part of this qualification and how might these 
be of use and value in further studies? 
 

 how people in the construction industry work together to deliver projects 

 an understanding of how and why different materials are used in the construction of buildings 

 how to interpret sources of information used in construction projects 

 producing plans and recommending actions for remedial action for buildings requiring repair, 
maintenance and refurbishment 

 the importance of working safely on construction projects 

 different skills and techniques used in construction projects 

 how to evaluate skills and techniques 

 
 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

Synoptic assignment. Externally set, internally marked and externally moderated. The typical 
assignment brief could be to develop a plan for the repair, maintenance and refurbishment of a 
building. 
 
Theory exam (2 Hours). Externally set and externally marked, and will be taken either online 
through City & Guilds’ computer-based testing platform or on paper (502). The exam will draw from 
across the full content of the qualification. 

CONTACT 

Mr C Green - Head of Construction 
cgreen@redbridgeschool.co.uk 

 
  

*Due to restrictions on numbers, not all students will have this course available as an option  
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Dance 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

BTEC Technical Award L2D*-L1P Pearson Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts 
 
Students will explore the roles and responsibilities in the performing arts industry finding out about 
the skills needed in all roles as well as for a dancer.   Students will analyse and interpret three 
professional works in a range of styles looking out how the different roles affect the outcomes of the 
piece.  They will take part in practical explorations of repertory and choreographic tasks to support 
their research into the works and produce a report of their findings.  
 
Component 2: Developing skills and techniques in the Performing Arts 
 
Students will take part in technique classes to improve and develop the skills required to be a dancer 
and a performer. They will learn specific performance repertoire and focus on delivering and 
reproducing this material. They will document and record their process to evidence the development 
of their skills over a period of time.  
 
Component 3: Performing to a brief 
 
Students will respond to a brief issued by the exam board that outlines the performance 
requirements.  They will make decisions about the style, intent, audience and purpose of the piece 
they will create.  They will take on the choreographic responsibility for the piece within a group and 
perform their work demonstrating their developed physical and interpretive skills from Component 2. 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

Component 1 
Internally assessed- written report.  
 
Component 2 
Internally assessed- video recordings of practical workshops, video recording of final performance, 
written log book produced by the students of their documented journey. 
  
Component 3 
Externally assessed- Video of final performance (7-15 minutes) 
Ideas log (controlled assessment 1 hour) 
Skills log (controlled assessment 1 hour) 
Evaluation (controlled assessment 1 hour) 

CONTACT 

Mrs S Winner- Head of Dance 
swinner@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Design Technology 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 EDUQAS 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
Pupils will learn about the impacts of technology and materials use on the world we live in, including 
environmental and social issues. 
 
Pupils will learn about a wide range of materials including woods, metals and plastics. They will 
undertake mini projects in each of these materials to gain experience of the properties of materials 
as well as tool and equipment use. 
 
Projects will include; key holder to hold car or house keys – mobile phone holder – Small wooden 
plug top box – Plastic Xmas decoration using the laser cutter. 
 
Pupils will learn how to use a variety of machines to make high quality products. 
 
There will be a module on drawing and design techniques to allow pupils to communicate their ideas. 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Pupils will be assessed on the results of design and make projects throughout Year 9 and 10. The 
final GCSE project will involve a design and make task which makes up 50% of the final grade. A 
final formal examination makes up the remainder of the qualification. 

CONTACT 

Mr R Shearer – Head of Design & Technology 
bshearer@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Drama 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 AQA 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
Throughout this GCSE, there will be many opportunities for students to participate in performance.  
The GCSE is divided into three main sections: 
 

 Understanding Drama 

 Devising Drama 

 Texts in Practice 
 
All students will devise drama, explore texts practically and work on two text-based performances. 
Students may also have the possibility to work as a designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets). 
 
Students can be sure to gather many invaluable skills, both theatrical and transferable, to expand 
their horizons. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Component 1: Understanding drama 

 Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre. Study of one set play from a choice of 
six 

 Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers. Written exam: 1 hour and 45 
minutes. 80 marks. 40% of GCSE 

 
Component 2: Devising drama (practical) 

 Process of creating devised drama. Performance of devised drama (students may contribute 
as performer or designer). Analysis and evaluation of own work. Devising log (60 marks). 
Devised performance (20 marks).  80 marks in total. 40% of GCSE 

 
Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 

 Performance of two extracts from one play (students may contribute as performer or 
designer) Free choice of play but it must contrast with the set play chosen for Component 1. 
Performance of Extract 1 (25 marks) and Extract 2 (25 marks). 50 marks in total. 20% of 

GCSE   
 

CONTACT 

Mr A Harrison - Head of Drama 
aharrison@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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English Language 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 AQA 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
 
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as 
real and relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order reading and 
critical thinking skills that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. 
  
Students will continue to learn to read fluently and write effectively. Students will work on their ability 
to demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences, 
deploying figurative language and analysing texts. 
  
Students will read and be assessed on high-quality, challenging texts from the 19th, 20th and 
21st centuries. 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

English Language 8700 Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
English Language 8700 Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
 
This qualification is assessed with 100% examinations. 
 
Paper 1 and 2 are equally weighted, and each contributes 50% of the total marks available for this 
qualification. 

 

CONTACT 

Ms R Gooch – Head of English 
rgooch@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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English Literature 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
English Literature requires students to study a range of literary texts across KS4.  At the end of Year 
11 students will sit two examinations assessing their ability to analyse the texts they have studied. 
  
As part of their Literature studies, students will read: 
  

         Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

         Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 

         A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

         The AQA poetry anthology ‘Poems Past and Present’ 
  
Throughout their literature studies, students will develop: 
 

         Literal and inferential comprehension 

         An ability to make comparisons between texts 

         Critical reading 

         An ability to evaluate a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features  
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

English Literature 8702/1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel – 1 hour 45 minutes. 
English Literature 8702/2: Modern Texts and Poetry – 2 hours 15 minutes. 
 
This qualification is assessed with 100% examinations. 
 

 Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel makes up 40% of the qualification. 

 Modern Texts and Poetry makes up the remaining 60% of the qualification.  
 
Students are not permitted to take copies of the texts into the exam. 

 

CONTACT 

Ms R Gooch – Head of English 
rgooch@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 AQA 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
Students will be taught the following topics through practical and theoretical tasks, they must be 
able to make connections between theory and practice to apply their understanding of food and 
nutrition to practical preparation 
 
Topic areas: 
Food, nutrition and health- understand the importance of macro and micro nutrients, where they 
come from and how they support the healthy function of our body. How to make informed choices 
for a balanced and varied diet. Current guidelines, meal planning and dietary requirements 
 
Food Science- why food is cooked, energy transfer, cooking methods, functional and chemical 
properties of food, scientific principles underlying processes of change in structure of food. 
 
Food safety- Microorganisms and enzymes, high risk foods, food spoilage, bacterial 
contamination, the buying and storing of food, and the preparing, cooking and serving of food 
 
Food choice- factors that influence food choice such as cost, income, lifestyle, seasonality, 
religion and medical conditions. Food labelling and marketing influences. British and international 
cuisine. Sensory evaluation 
 
Food provenance- food sources, food and the environment, sustainability of food, food 
production and food processing 

 
ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition – written exam: 1hr 45 minutes  
50% of final exam grade 
Non examined assessments: 50% of final grade 
Task 1: Food investigation (30 marks) Students understanding of the working characteristics, 
functional and chemical properties of ingredients 
Task 2: Food Preparation assessment: (100 marks) 
Students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to planning, preparation, cooking and 
presentation of food and application of nutrition to the chosen task. 
 
Students will prepare, cook and present a menu of 3 dishes within a 3 hour period 

 

CONTACT 

Mrs S Chainey - Head of Food Technology 
schainey@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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French 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 
Higher tier: 9-4 

Foundation tier: 5-1 
 

EDUQAS 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
In the GCSE French course, the skills developed are Writing, Speaking, Reading and Listening. 
Each skill is worth 25% of the complete examination. 
 
We will be studying the following topics: 
 

 Theme 1 – Identity and culture 

 Theme 2 – Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

Foundation 
or Higher 

Skills % Time scale Tasks 

F Listening 25 35 mins Questions in English and French 

H 45 mins Questions in English and French 

F Reading 25 1 hour Questions in English and French 
Translation 

H 1 hour 15 Questions in English and French 
Translation 

F Speaking 25 7-9 mins Role play (2 mins) 
Photo card (2 mins) 
Conversation (3-5 mins) 

H 10-12 mins Role play (2 mins) 
Photo card (3 mins) 
Conversation (5-7 mins) 

F Writing 25 1 hour 15 Words 
A short paragraph 
A longer paragraph 
A short translation from English to French 

H 1 hour 30 A long paragraph 
A longer paragraph 
A short translation from English to French 

 

CONTACT 

Mrs A Miles - Head of MFL 
amiles@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Geography 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 AQA 

COURSE CONTENT 

Paper 1: Physical Geography 
 
Living world – ecosystems, structure and function, factors affecting them and their location, 
management of ecosystems using a small scale ecosystem, Amazon rainforest and cold 
environments as the case studies and example. Challenge of natural hazards – tectonic and 
climatic hazards, UK extreme weather and climate change. Main hazards are earthquakes and 
Typhoon Haiyan. Changing UK landscape – contains two sets of fieldwork days to collect data. 
The study areas are the New Forest and Hengistbury Head. The focus is the effects and 
management of erosion, weathering, transportation and deposition. 
 
Paper 2: Human Geography 
 
Urban Issues and Challenges – in depth case study of Lagos and Liverpool to understand urban 
inequality, management of the cities, developments to improve the lives of people, urban change 
and transport. Changing Economic World – Global Development which looks at the use of 
development indicators and measures of development, the changing UK economy from primary to 
quaternary industry and the economic development of Brazil – opportunities and challenges. 
Resource management – global overview of food, water and energy supply, consumption and 
management. A study of Energy, sources, supply, opportunities and challenges and inequalities. 
 
Paper 3: Geographical Applications 
 
Part 1: Issue Evaluation – students are provided with a resource book 6 weeks before the exam 
– taught the content and answer questions leading to a decision on solving a Geographical Issue. 
Part 2: Fieldwork - general questions about field work skills and a second section about their 
own human and physical fieldwork – method, findings, conclusions and evaluation. 
 
 ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Exam Paper 1 – exam 1.5 hours – 88 marks 
Exam Paper 2 – exam 1.5 hours – 88 marks 
Exam Paper 3 – exam 1.25 hours – 76 marks 

 
 

CONTACT 

Mr A Bone – Head of Geography 
abone@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Hair and Beauty Studies* 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

Level 2 Certificate Technical 
award 

L2D* - L2P CITY AND GUILDS 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
 
This qualification will explore the world of hair and beauty and how this links to other industries 
within our work environment. If you enjoy looking back in time to explore changing trends and 
developments within the hair and beauty sector, find out how science is used to create products, 
and understand why we create images for business use, then this qualification is for you. 
 
You will: 
 

 Study how hair and beauty has developed over the years, dating back from the Egyptian era 

 Develop your hairdressing skills, make-up application and manicure technical skills to 
produce your own photographic image 

 Explore the effects of products on hair and skin and how disorders of the hair and skin can 
impact on services 

 
The units that make up this qualification include: 
 

 201-Exploring the world of hair and beauty 

 202-Science of hair and beauty 
 203-Design in the hair and beauty sector 

 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

 001 Externally moderated synoptic assignment/ this will consist of three practical services 
covering hair, make-up and nails. Students will also need to complete a research project 
covering hair and beauty looks from different eras.  

 002/502 externally marked 2 hour exam 
 
To Achieve this level 2 award you will also need to pass assignment 001-Synoptic assignment and 
002/502 which is a theory based exam 
 

CONTACT 

Ms L Bulloch - Hairdressing Teacher 
lbulloch@redbridgeschool.co.uk 

 
  

*Due to restrictions on numbers, not all students will have this course available as an option  
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Health and Social Care 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

Level 1 & 2 Cambridge 
National Certificate 

L2D* - L1P OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

Health and Social Care is the study of the care services that we all need at different times in our lives. Health care 
services provide for our mental and physical well-being and social care services look after our general welfare 
 
Students will complete the following units across the 3 years. Four units must be completed for certification. 
  
Unit 1 – Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings. The aim of this unit is to get to know 
how the Health and Social Care sector works and the care values that lie at the core of it. The students will learn which 
health and social care services are available and they will identify why people might need to use these services. They 
will discover who is involved in providing these services and explore what might stop people from accessing the 
services they need. Finally students will look at the care values the sector has to make sure people get the care and 
protection they need.  
 

Unit 2 – Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years settings. This unit 
will provide learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding of how to communicate effectively and what 
personal qualities will contribute to the creation of a caring environment when working with individuals in a health, 
social care and early years setting. Students will be able to demonstrate that they have those effective communication 
skills that are needed to work in a health, social care or early years setting. 
 
Unit 3 – Understanding body systems and disorders. This unit will provide learners with the underpinning 
knowledge and understanding of three major body systems: respiratory, digestive and cardiovascular. Students will 
developed their knowledge and understanding of the importance of the systems, structure, function and disorders that 
can affect the individual within health, social care and early years’ settings. They will be able to measure and interpret 
data obtained from various relevant body functions.  
 

Unit 4 – Using basic first aid procedures. This unit will provide learners with a knowledge and understanding of 
basic common first aid procedures that could be used within health and social care settings. On completion of this unit, 
learners will be able to assess the scene of an accident in health, social care and early years’ settings for risks and 
continuing dangers. Learners will know and be able to perform a variety of basic first aid procedures and will have the 
opportunity to complete a Paediatric First Aid qualification from a recognised first aid provider. 
 
 ASSESSMENT METHOD 

Unit 1 – Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings. This unit is externally assessed. The 
students will sit a 1 written hour exam in either Year 10 or Year 11. 
 
All internally assessed units of work require students to produce a portfolio of work demonstrating their knowledge and 
understanding. Each unit will have a vocational setting as set by the exam board.  
 

Unit 2 – Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years settings. Students 
will plan and effectively demonstrate in the form of role plays or interactions that they have the effective communication 
skills that are needed to work in a health, social care or early years setting. This unit is internally assessed. 
Unit 3 – Understanding body systems and disorders. This unit is internally assessed. 
Unit 4 – Using basic first aid procedures. This unit is internally assessed. Students will also have the opportunity to 
complete a Paediatric First Aid qualification from a recognised first aid provider. 

CONTACT 

Mrs L Mason - Head of Health and Social Care 
lmason@redbridgeschool.co.uk 

 

 
  



 

27 

History 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 EDUQAS (FORMALLY WJEC) 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
 Changes in Crime & Punishment in Britain, c500-present day (thematic study in 

breadth). Covering and comparing aspects of crime and punishment in regard to the Saxon, 
Medieval, Early Modern, Industrial and Modern eras. 

 

 The Development of the USA, 1929-2000 (period study in breadth). A study of social, 
racial and political history ranging from Roosevelt’s New Deal in the 1930s to the Civil 
Rights Movement and improving life for black Americans from 1950-2000. 

 

 Germany in Transition, 1919-1939 (study in depth). A focus on life in Weimar Germany 
and Hitler’s rise to power from the aftermath of Versailles in 1919 to the invasion of Poland 
in 1939. 

 

 Conflict and Upheaval: England, 1337-1381 (study in depth). A shorter topic focussing 
firstly on the make-up of medieval society, moving on to take a closer in-depth look at the 
causes of the 100 Years War and the early battles of Sluys, Crecy and Poitiers. The unit 
then finishes with a study of the causes and consequences of both the Black Death and the 
Peasants’ Revolt. 

 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

 Component 1: Studies in Breadth (2 hours). Split into two papers; 45 minutes for the 
Period Study (USA) and 1 hour 15 minutes for the Thematic Study (Crime & Punishment). 

 

 Component 2: Studies in Depth (2 hours). Split into two papers of 1 hour duration each 
(Germany & England). 

 

CONTACT 

Mr C Spurgeon- Head of History 
cspurgeon@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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iMedia (Interactive Media) 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

Level 1 & 2 Cambridge 
National Certificate 

 

L2D* - L1P OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the UK economy. 
Production of digital media products is a requirement of almost every business so there is huge 
demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce. This qualification will help students develop 
specific and transferable skills such as research, planning, and review, working with others and 
communicating creative concepts. The qualification’s hands-on approach has strong relevance to 
the way young people use the technology required in creative media. Students will be required to 
produce the following work: 

 Pre-production skills: This first unit underpins the other learning in this qualification. Students 
will learn about how to plan pre-production effectively including understanding of client 
requirements and reviewing pre-production briefs. They will use this knowledge in the optional 
units when they develop their own media products. This unit also provides excellent transferable 
skills such as project planning which will be useful in a wide variety of contexts.
 

 Creating digital graphics: Digital graphics are a key part of most digital products and this 
mandatory unit will help support the other optional units in the suite. Students will learn the 
basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital media sector, considering client 
requirements that they learnt about in R081.

 

 Optional units: to complete the qualification, students will be required to complete two more 
units of work from a list of ten choices. There is a large selection of choice including video, audio, 
animation and web design. Each unit will concentrate on the same basics and will require 
students to be able to research, plan, design and implement a media product based on the option 
they have chosen. 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 

 Unit RO81: Pre-production skills. Written exam paper, 1 hour 15 minutes – worth 25% of final 
mark. 

 Unit RO82: Creating digital graphics. This is a teacher assessed coursework assignment worth 
25% of the final mark. 

 Option Unit One: teacher assessed coursework assignment worth 25% of the final mark. 

 Option Unit Two: teacher assessed coursework assignment worth 25% of the final mark. 

CONTACT 

Mr A Dare – Head of IT & Computing 
adare@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Mathematics 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 
Foundation Tier (Grades 5 – 1) 

Higher Tier (Grades 9 – 4) 
 

Grades 9 - 4 

AQA 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
The course is broken down into 6 key content areas.  These are: 
 

1) Number 
2) Algebra 
3) Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change 
4) Geometry & Measures 
5) Probability 
6) Statistics 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Students will be assessed through three equally weighted written examination papers at either 
Foundation or Higher tier.  Content from any part of the specification may be assessed in each paper. 
 
Paper 1 (non calculator)  1 hr 30 mins – 80 marks.  33⅓ of the GCSE Mathematics assessment 
 
Paper 2 (calculator)  1 hr 30 mins – 80 marks.  33⅓ of the GCSE Mathematics assessment 
 
Paper 3 (calculator)  1 hr 30 mins – 80 marks.  33⅓ of the GCSE Mathematics assessment 
 
Questions 
 
A mix of question styles from short single mark questions to multi step problems.  Mathematical 
demand increases as a student progresses through the paper.  Students need to be able to: 
 

 Use and apply standard techniques (A01) 

 Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically (A02) 

 Solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts (A03) 
 

CONTACT 

Mrs R Thompson - Head of Maths 
rthompson@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Music 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

Rock School Level 2 Certificate in Performance 
for Music Practitioners Pass, Merit, Distinction RSL 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 Students will study 2 internally assessed units and one externally assessed exam unit 
(40%). The internal units are completed in lessons in Year 10 and the start of Year 11.  The 
externally assessed unit runs from January to March in Year 11. 

 The ability to play an instrument is an advantage but we will provide instrumental or vocal 
tuition from Year 9 onwards. Many of our successful students do not start learning an 
instrument until Year 9. We aim to have a range of instruments across a class so will direct 
the choice if needed.  

 This is a performance course so all students should be prepared to perform in front of an 
audience eventually.  However, we do work towards this, building up the audience from the 
music class to a lower school class and then eventually to parents at the end of Year 9.  

 The units studied are: 
 

Unit 201ta:  Music Knowledge Development – students will investigate how styles of music has 
evolved and study the key theoretical and listening components of music. They produce work 
based on two styles and analyse them in detail.  
Unit 204ta:  Instrumental Study – improving technique and performance on your specific 
instrument or vocals.  This unit is a combination of target setting and practical work.  Progress on 
individual instruments and vocals is measured from a starting point.  
Unit 202ta: Live Music Performance – Students plan for a gig based on an externally assessed 
scenario set by the exam board and perform. This is then evaluated.  All work is completed under 
controlled conditions in lessons.  
 
Some students may complete an additional composition unit and enter the one with the best grade.  

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 

 Unit 204ta:  Instrumental Study (40%) – internally assessed practical and written coursework 

 Unit 201ta: Music Knowledge Development (20%)  - internally assessed coursework 

 Unit 202ta: Live Music Performance externally assessed practical and written controlled 
assessment 

 
Overall 60% of both courses are internally assessed and 40% is externally assessed 
 

CONTACT 

Miss S Wilcocks - Head of Music 
swilcocks@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Photography 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

This exciting Art & Design qualification can be achieved through three different pathways. 
Students must decide which route (Photography, Textiles or Art) will best suit their creative 
interests and skills.  

 

 The information on this page is for Photography.  
  

An Art and Design course with a focus on photography skills. This course is ideal for students 
who want to combine their interest in art with digital technology. Studying this subject will provide 
students with a portfolio of work which can be used to apply for creative courses at college. 
Photography can lead to careers in fashion, sport, journalism, conservation and advertising as 
well as fantastic opportunities for self-employment. 

 

The course is computer based and all research and work is presented as a portfolio using 
PowerPoint. Students are taught how to use Photoshop CS6 (an image manipulation program) to 
effectively produce their own creative and original artwork.  They are also taught how to record 
their work using both compact digital cameras and digital SLR cameras.  

 

The course has a compulsory element of writing and drawing where students are expected to 
research and write about themes and ideas, analyse artists work in detail and annotate and 
evaluate their own work. 
 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

The final GCSE grade is based on a coursework unit (Unit 1: 60%) and an externally set 
assignment (Unit 2: 40%). In addition to normal teaching, unit 2 requires students to work 
independently (under exam conditions) for a 10 hour period. All work is assessed using 4 
assessment objectives: 

 

AO1: Develop Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to research and analyse the photographic work of historic and current photographers. 
AO2: Refine Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to be creative and explore new techniques, equipment and ideas. 
AO3: Record Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to use photos, drawings, sketches and annotation to record your ideas, thoughts and 
planning. 
AO4: Present Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to present a project that addresses and follows a specific theme (e.g. architecture). 
 

CONTACT 

Mr S Solomon - Head of Art 
ssolomon@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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RE 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 OCR 

COURSE CONTENT 

 

 Beliefs within Christianity including divergent beliefs regarding: The Trinity, The nature of God,     
Jesus teaching and crucifixion. 

 

 Christian Practice: differing forms of worship, prayer, communion, baptism as well as Christian 
pilgrimage. 

 

 Jewish Beliefs: including nature of God, the divine presence, the promised land, the messiah, 
and the sanctity of life. 

 

 Jewish Practice:  this focuses on worship, prayer, the law, Shabbat, festivals, and rituals. 
 

 Philosophy and ethics from both a Christian perspective. This includes: Relationships and the 
role of family, War peace and conflict as well as the role of religion in society. 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

Students complete 3 exams at the end of the course 
 

1. Christianity Beliefs, teaching and practices 1hour 
 

2. Judaism Beliefs, teachings and practices 1 hour 
 

3. Philosophy and ethics from a Christian perspective 2 hours 

CONTACT 

Mr A Wilkes – Head of RE 
awilkes@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Spanish 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 
Higher 9-4 

Foundation 5-1 
 

EDUQAS 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
In the GCSE Spanish course, the skills developed are Writing, Speaking, Reading and Listening. 
Each skill is worth 25% of the complete examination. 
 
We will be studying the following topics: 
 

 Theme 1 – Identity and culture 

 Theme 2 – Local, national, international and global areas of interest  

 Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
 

Foundation 
or Higher 

Skills % Time 
scale 

Tasks 

F Listening 25 35 mins Questions in English and Spanish 

H 45 mins Questions in English and Spanish 

F Reading 25 1 hour Questions in English and Spanish 
Translation 

H 1 hour 15 Questions in English and Spanish 
Translation 

F Speaking 25 7-9 mins Role play (2 mins) 
Photo card (2 mins) 
Conversation (3-5 mins) 

H 10-12 mins Role play (2 mins) 
Photo card (3 mins) 
Conversation (5-7 mins) 

F Writing 25 1 hour 15 Words 
A short paragraph 
A longer paragraph 
A short translation from English to Spanish 

H 1 hour 30 A long paragraph 
A longer paragraph 
A short translation from English to Spanish 

CONTACT 

Mrs A Miles - Head of MFL 
amiles@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Sport & PE 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

BTEC L2D*- L1P Pearson Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

 
Students need to complete each of the four units below: 
 
1. ‘Fitness for Sport and Exercise’: 

 Components of fitness 

 Components of skill related fitness 

 Principles of training 

 Training methods 

 Fitness testing 
 

2. ‘Practical Performance in Sport’ 

 Rules, regulations and scoring systems for sports 

 Practically demonstrate skills, techniques & tactics 

 Analyse & evaluate performances 
 

3. ‘Applying the Principles of Personal Training’ 

 Training programme design 

 Musculo-skeletal and cardio-respiratory effects during fitness training 

 Undergo a personal training programme and programme review 
 

4. ‘Leading Sports Activities’ 

 Planning & leading sports activities 

 Review and targets for development 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

 
Unit 1: ‘Fitness for Sport and Exercise’ is externally assessed in the form of an on-line examination. 
The exam is one hour in length. It involves multiple-choice, short answer and extended answer 
questions. 
 
The other three units are assessed by the course teacher and externally moderated by the 
examination board. These units are portfolio based. 

CONTACT 

Mr D Flynn - Head of Physical Education 
dflynn@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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Textiles 
 

QUALIFICATION TYPE GRADING SYSTEM EXAM BOARD 

GCSE 9-1 Edexcel 

COURSE CONTENT 

This exciting Art & Design qualification can be achieved through three different pathways. 
Students must decide which route (Art, Textiles or Photography) will best suit their creative 
interests and skills.  

 

 The information on this page is for Textiles.  
  

An Art and Design course with a focus on creating art with fabric, material and sewing skills 
informed by research. This course is ideal for students who want to showcase their ability in 
designing and producing 2D and 3D art. Studying this subject will provide students with a portfolio 
of work which can be used to apply for creative courses at college. Textiles can lead to careers 
in fashion, film, TV, theatre, retail, museums and galleries as well as fantastic opportunities for 
self-employment. 
 

The course is focused on hand and machine sewing techniques and all research and evidence is 
presented as a sketchbook portfolio. This course is well suited to students who want to combine 
their passion for being creative with an interest in exploring and mastering new techniques. For 
example, we have a dedicated Textiles classroom with access to everything you need to produce 
successful fabric-based work. Other skills such as trapunto, embroidery, printmaking and tie-dye 
are also popular. 
 

The course has a compulsory element of writing and drawing where students are expected to 
research and write about themes and ideas, analyse artists work in detail and annotate and 
evaluate their own work. 

ASSESSMENT METHOD 

The final GCSE grade is based on a coursework unit (Unit 1: 60%) and an externally set 
assignment (Unit 2: 40%). In addition to normal teaching, unit 2 requires students to work 
independently (under exam conditions) for a 10 hour period. All work is assessed using 4 
assessment objectives: 
 

AO1: Develop Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to research and analyse the textiles work of historic and current artists and designers. 
AO2: Refine Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to be creative and explore new techniques, equipment and ideas. 
AO3: Record Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to use drawing, photos and annotation to record your ideas, thoughts and planning. 
AO4: Present Ideas (worth 25% of total marks) 
The ability to present a project that addresses and follows a specific theme (e.g. pollution). 

CONTACT 
 

Mrs J Clemmens – Textiles Co-ordinator 
jclemmens@redbridgeschool.co.uk 
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