
Good afternoon, 

 

We have recently been in touch with our potential students to let them know that we'll be 

sending them an update, via email, on some pre-course work shortly. These emails will start 

to go out today and they will receive an email from each of their subjects with suggestions of 

activities to help them in advance of September. These will go out, subject by subject, so it 

may take a few weeks before they have the full set! We have also been responding to 

individual enquiries as we've received them. 

We don't suggest textbooks at this stage as, without the background context of teaching, they 

can be very daunting at best! 

We have also been in touch with our Senior Management Team who in turn have asked our 

Head of Learning Resources to look into anything that might be helpful at this stage. They 

have suggested that students might want to look at the following links and resources. I think 

many of these will already be on your radar. Unfortunately, we're not able to give you links to 

resources that we hold due to license agreements until the students have their PSC student 

logins after enrolment. 

 

These are fairly generic, but hopefully of some use and all freely available: 

 Khan Academy - wide range of subjects and ages. 

 Futurelearn - wide range of topics. You sign up for courses (many of which are free) 

and do a set number of hours a week. 

 TED Talks - some interesting topics on here 

 BBC Bitesize 

 BBC Teach 

 Sheffield University Information and Digital Literacy Skills - there's a lot about 

researching and referencing, but also information on mind maps, note-taking and 

presentations. 

 Public library digital content - digital resources from Hampshire libraries. Amongst 

their collection, they have non-fiction ebooks and I'd also recommend Press Reader 

(loads of newspapers, including ones in other languages). 

This one's more for the teachers: Pearson are offering free access for 90 days to textbook 

bundles and revision books for schools and colleges so that they can then share the materials 

with their students: https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/update-for-

schools/secondary-support.html 

I hope that a couple of these might help. 

For those students who might be considering an EPQ with us next year, we would suggest 

they might like to try accessing some University MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses). 

These are free courses and offer bite sized chunks of university style study (for example, one 

hour per week over eight weeks). Here are some 

links: https://www.futurelearn.com/ https://www.coursera.org/ https://www.edx.org/ 

A MOOC that will be of particular interest is one aimed at future EPQ 

students: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/research-project. 

We don't have much in the way of an definitive update for the rest of the year really - as it 

stands, we're still planning for our Y11 Welcome Days at the end of June, but obviously need 

to wait until nearer the time to confirm. 

We are still working towards our enrolment at the end of August when every student is given 

a date and time for an enrolment interview. At this interview the student will discuss their 

course choices and their awarded GCSE grades. Following this discussion a programme of 

study will be agreed. 

 

I hope that your students find the emails from us helpful, when they arrive! 

 

Kind regards, 
Admissions Team 

Peter Symonds College 
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